


















BD-131708-02 

The Agreement to Establish the Gulf Accreditation Centre 

Based upon the goals of the Bylaws of the Cooperation Council for 
the Arab States of the Guff,· 

in accord with the goals of The Unified Economic Agreement 
between the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council, and to 
achieve economic integration among member states; 

in view of the significant role of the various Gulf industries in 
facilitating trade between the member states; 

in order to promote exports of the region and enhance their 
economies; 

in view of the need to provide a regional quality infrastructure, and 
especially developing and sustaining accreditation activities, and 
rendering them compatible with international requirements and 
practices; and; 

to achieve confidence and international recognition of conformity 
assessment infrastructure in the GSO member states'; 

the governments of the following countries: 

• United Arab Emirates 

• Kingdom of Bahrain 

• Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

• Sultanate of Oman 

• State of Qatar 

• State of Kuwait 

• The reP._ublic of Yemen 

BJ/ p arties agreed on the following: 
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Article 1 
Definitions 

In applying the terms and conditions of this agreement the 
following words and terms, unless otherwise stated, shall 
mean the definitions shown against each of them: 

• The Cooperation Council : the Cooperation Council for 
the Arab States of the Gulf; (GCC) 

• The GSO: the Standardization Organization of the 
Cooperation Council ; (GSO) 

• The Centre: the GCC Accreditation Centre; (GAC) 
• The Board of Directors: the Board of Directors of the 

Centre; 
• The General Direction: the General Direction of the 

Centre; 
• Member States: the member states in the GSO; 
• General Director: General Director of the Centre; 
• The Year: the Gregorian Calendar (AD) ; 
• The Agreement: the agreement to establish the Centre; 

th is agreement. 
• Accreditation : a third-party attestation related to a 

conformity assessment body by conveying formal 
demonstration of its competence to carry out specific 
conformity assessment tasks. 

• The Applicant: the conformity assessment body, or any 
other body whose work requires accreditation , seeking 
accreditation by the Centre; 

• The accredited organ ization : the conformity assessment 
body, or any other body whose work requires 
accreditation , accredited by the Centre; 
A-ccre~itation Requirements: the criteria and 
requirements specified by the Centre in accordance with 
t.be..JSlq'uirements and criteria issued by the relevant 
internatldr al authorities and/or any other additional 
reqyireme.pts laid down by member states with which the 
ADolicant must comolv in order to obtain the accreditation; 
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Scope of Accreditation : a specific conformity 
assessment service or any other services the applicant 
may seek accreditation for; 

Accreditation Certificate: an official document issued by 
the Centre stating that an accreditation in a certain scope 
has been granted to the applicant; 
Conformity Assessment: confirmation that specific 
requirements relevant to a product, operation , system, a 
person or a body have been met; 
The Conformity Assessment Body: a body that provides 
conformity assessment services including testing , 
calibration , inspection , certification of personnel , 
certification of products, certification of management 
systems or other services associated with conformity and 
can be accred ited ; 
Mutual Recognition Arrangements: international or 
regional arrangements between accreditation bodies that 
allow for mutual recognition of accredited conformity 
assessment results . 
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Article 2 
The Establishment 

An Accreditation Centre is to be established for the member states 
to be called (the GCC Accreditation Centre GAC) 

Article 3 
Legal entity 

GAC has its own legal independent entity within the goals and 
responsibil ities outlined in this Agreement. It is applicable to the 
privileges and immunities the Centre is empowered within the 
member states the Immunities and Privileges Agreement of the 
states of the Cooperation Council signed on 11th February 
1984, (9/6/1404 Hej ri calendar) . The Centre is entitled to make 
a specific agreement to its headquarter covering , among other 
things, the immunities and privileges assigned to the Centre 
and to those working at it, to representatives of the member 
states taking part in its meetings and also the experts assisting 
the Centre, and other matters stated in the agreements of the 
headquarter. 
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Article 4 
The Goals 

The specific goals of the Centre are the following: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Building Confidence in the results of services provided by 
the organizations accredited by the Centre; 
Achievement of mutual recognition with the international 
and reg ional bodies and organizations working in the 
accreditation field ; 
Providing the accreditation services regarding the 
requ irements and needs of conformity assessment bodies 
and all the bod ies related to accreditation in the member 
states; 
Safeguarding the interests of the accreditation services 
beneficiaries. 

Article 5 
Responsibilities 

In order to achieve its objectives the Accreditation Centre 
undertakes the following responsibi lities: 

Formulating and developing the accreditation policies within the 
member states; 
Planning, setting directions and developing the accreditation 
infrastructure for the member states in the field of accreditation , 
and making use of the available resources in all the member 
states; 
Making available the accreditation services- including granting 
accreditation - to the conformity assessments bodies and any 
other bodies whose work requires accreditation in the member 
states and other states; 
Specifying.and~preparing the Accreditation Requirements relevant 
to 1 the,..,.confor-mity Assessment bodies and any other bodies 
engaged in conformity assessment whose work requires 
accreditation and also specifying and preparing guidance 
documents req'uired for that; 
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Signing the mutual recognition arrangements and other 
arrangements relevant to the Centre's activities with regional and 
international bodies and organizations interested in accreditation; 
Preparing and providing training services in specific areas of the 
Centre's specialization and encouraging and supporting studies 
and research concerned with accreditation activities and 
conformity assessments within the constraints set by the 
international standards and rules; 
Promoting awareness of the concept and importance of 
accreditation and its activities to those benefiting from 
accreditation services ; 
Through the General Direction , representing member states in the 
regional and international assemblies regarding accreditation 
matters; 
Undertaking any other tasks concerning the activities of the 
Accreditation Centre which are approved by the Board of Directors 
provided that they do not conflict with the international procedures 
and practices. 

Article 6 
Units of the Centre 

The Centre shall comprise the following: 
1. the Board of Directors; and 
2. the General Direction 

Each of the above mentioned bod ies may establish sub-bodies, at their 
discretion , to help carrying out their respective duties and functions 
entrusted to it. 
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Article 7 
The Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors shall be composed of the competent 
Ministers responsible for standardization of each Member State. If 
the competent Minister of any Member State cannot participate, 
his representative shall be of the same rank as the minister. 
Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be attended by the 
General Director of the GAC and the GSO Secretary General 
without having the right to vote. 
Chairmanship of the Board of Directors shall rotate annually 

according to the Arabic Alphabetical order of the member states. 

Article 8 
The Board of Directors Meetings 

The Board of Directors shall convene twice a year and may hold 
extraordinary meetings at the request of one third of the Member 
States. Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be deemed valid 
if attended by two thirds of the Member States. 
The Board of Directors may invite to its meetings representatives 
of bodies from governmental and private sector organizations 
concerned with accreditation matters, in or outside member 
states, without voting rights. 
Resolutions of the Board of Directors concerning substantive 
matters are to be taken by unanimous approval of the 
representatives of the Member States present at the meetings. In 

rpmc::eduraL~atters, resolutions and recom~e~dations of the 
Board -of Directors shall be taken by maJonty vote of the 
p/ rticipants. In base of a tie, the Chairman shall have the casting " . vote. 
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Article 9 
The Board of Directors Responsibilities 

The Board of Directors is the highest authority in the GAC. It controls 
and manages the affairs of the Center and adopts its general policies 
and , for this purpose it may exercise, in particular, the following 
functions: 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 
7 . 

8. 

9. 

Approving the policies and strategies and plans of the 
Centre in light of its goals and special izations and following 
up their implementation; 
Following up the activities and achievements of the Centre; 
Appointing the General Director and terminate his services; 
Approving the establishment or closure of branches of the 
Centre; 
Making decisions about the amendments proposed by the 
General direction on this Agreement; 
The ratification of the final accounts of the Centre. 
Approving the annual budget, financial , accounting and 
administration systems of the Centre and agreeing to carry 
out transfers between clauses of the budget; 
The appointment of the external financial auditor and 
determine his rewards; 
Approving accreditation activities fees; 

The Board can delegate some of his responsibilities to the 
General Director. 
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Article 10 
The General Direction 

The Centre shall have a General Direction presided by a General 
Director to be in charge of carrying out its affairs and who is to be 
appointed for a period of three years, renewable, and whose duties 
comprise the following: 

& 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 
8. 

9. 

10. 

Granting, withd rawing or suspend ing of accreditation and 
extend ing or reducing the scope of accreditations in 
accordance with applicable organizational rules. 
Formulating policies and long-term strategic plans, 
defining its priorities and directions and formulating annual 
plans of the activities of the Centre in light of endorsed 
strategies and following up their implementation after their 
approval. 
Preparing the annual and periodic reports concerning the 
achievements and activities of the Centre and making 
recommendations capable of developing its activities to 
the Board of Directors. 
Drafting the administrative and financial guidelines to the 
Centre and supervising their implementation after their 
approval. 
Recommending establ ishment or closure of branches of 
the Centre. 
Recommending amendments to th is Agreement; 
Preparing the final statement of account of the Centre. 
Preparing the annual budget of the Centre and transfers 
between sections of budget and following up its 
lmp lem entatTOn after its endorsement. 
Propose eJ ernal financial auditors, and their 
r.emuneratio11 ~0 the Board of Directors; 
Prcfposing the Accreditation fees. 

j 

I 
I 
I 

- "fl - c U.UJJO I 01J6> 
'WJCll ~· u~ oglclll unbn ~ 
GCC Standardization Org. 
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11 . 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

BD-131708-02 

Determining the administrative, financial, human and 
technical needs of the Centre to undertake its activities 
and responsibilities and ensuring their availability as well 
as the appointment of personnel. 
Lia ising with the relevant national , Gulf, regiona l and 
international bodies to carry out the activities of the 
Centre. 
Adm inistration of the Centre and supervision of its 
employees, administrative, technical , financial and 
contractual matters pursuant to th is Agreement and the 
systems and organizational ru les issued thereof. 
Forming specia lised committees to assist in the application 
of accreditation procedures. 
Editing the rules governing formation of committees and 
their method of performing their work; 
Preparing systems, rules and technical guidelines of the 
Centre .. 
Forming committees for appeals against decision 
pertaining to Accreditation ; 
Representing the Centre in regional and international 
Arenas. 
Signing the mutual agreements and related activities with 
the regional and international organizations and 
cooperation in the field of accreditation ; 
Implementing the responsibilities and tasks assigned to 
him. 

Article 11 
The Budget of the Centre 

The Centre shall have an independent budget financed from the 
following resources: 

1. The returns and fees charged by the Centre in retu rn for 
the ·services provided. 

2. 1 
: Financial funds allocated to it by Member States. 

3. Grants and donations which do not conflict with the Centre 
lndepend,ency or Impartiality and to be approved by the 

t'.u~ .I c_;,' 
~ 
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Board of Directors. 
4 . Other resources as determined by the Board of Directors. 

Article 12 
Resolution of Conflicts 

1. Interpretation or amendment of this agreement shall be the 
competence of the Board of Directors. 

2. The Center seeks to resolve any conflicts that occur between two or 
more Member States regarding the interpretation of this Agreement by 
amicable means, and failing that, the matter shall be submitted to the 
Board of Directors for consideration and if that is unattainable, the 
dispute shall be referred to arbitration whereby an arbitration authority 
shall be established with each party selecting an arbitrator while the 
Board of Directors selects a president for that arbitration authority 
whose decisions are final and binding to all parties with no right of 
appeal whatsoever. The arbitration authority shall determine the 
location for convening and the rules and guidelines that are to be 
applied in resolving the disputes that are presented to it, with the 
provision that its decision should be made no later than six months 
from first hearing the dispute. 

Article 13 
Entry into force 

This Agreement shall enter into force as of the date of approval. 
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